Vecresalingam

from  bis uncle.    The hard  working  boy sought  the help  of a

family friend who was a sai skr.t Scholar tr teach him Sanskrit
too.

Fortunately for Veeresalingam tHs stTenuous period did
not last long. Somehow his mother seemed to ha%e. changed
her          about the Government job which was a lure to many

in those-da>s and she seet him. to a Government District School
instead. This turned out to be a milestone la his life. For^

here be had aa excellent opportunity to display his brilliance.
All the school prizes were his for Yeeresalirgam was both inte-
ILgeot and industrious. Added to these was .his photographic
memory that stood him in good stead winning him always the
first place in the school and later In. life in. his literary
endeavours.

As early marriages were in vogue then, Punnamma got
her son married when tie was hardly 13 years old.and the bride
Rajyalakshmi was a girl of nine. This had not been a
disiarbifice to the youag boy for tie had taken the. event
for          ftiB.

In spite of his excellence in studies he-failed in bis Matri-
culation Examination in which he appeared in 1968, because5 he
had not been keeping good health. As a matter of fact Veeresa-
ilogani had been right from the beginning an ailing 'child who
escaped twice from the jaws of death, as be says in bib autobio-
graphy. He did not appear for his final examination even in
the following year, as he continued to be, ill. ' Added to his 111
health, there was no peace for him at home. His mother and
his aunt were constantly picking up quarrels over their property,
till at his uncle divided equally their remaining ancestral
property between them. The poor uncle was absolutely heart-
broken over all these unhappy developments.

He had HO children of his own. He doted on Veeresalin-
gam. Soon he died a frustrated man. Even then the family
feuds did aot slop After the death of her husband, Mrs. Ven.
kataratnam sold her share of the ancestral property and left the
plac$, Ptiaaamma thought that Mr& Veukataratnam had no
right over the property. So she appealed to the court and lost.